
 
 
 
 
 

November 11, 2022 
Dear Parents, 
 
 Thank you so much for the wonderful birthday bouquet of cards from the students, gifts, and kind 
emails that you sent for my birthday on Wednesday!   It was so fun to celebrate my special day with all of the 
students!  I loved reading their birthday cards, and it made my day to see them so excited to wish me a Happy 
Birthday!  I am so very thankful to work with your child and your family this year!  
 This week, the students have been learning all about being thankful, and how it relates to the First 
Thanksgiving and our Thanksgiving celebrations today.   The pilgrims were thankful that the Wampanoags 
taught them how to plant corn, beans, and squash so they could grow their own food.   During Read Aloud 
Time, the students have been identifying people and things they are thankful for in their own lives.   It was 
wonderful to see all the students writing in their journals this week about people in their families that they are 
thankful for each day! 
    In the Dramatic Play Center this week, the students have been practicing how to set the table and 
make food for guests at a Thanksgiving Dinner.  In the Blocks and Design Center, the students have been 
using Lincoln Logs and blocks to build canoes, Mayflower boats, log cabins, and Wetu.  In the Word Work 
Center, the students have been using turkey letter feathers to build and write CVC words.  In the Discovery 
Center, the students have been using a variety of cooking and baking utensils and pans to make something for 
Thanksgiving Dinner and write about their creation. 
        During Math this week, our class has been using a variety of strategies to demonstrate 1 more and 1 less 
for quantities up to 10.   They have used snap cubes build towers that match a written numeral, and then 
worked with partners to show a tower that has 1 more or 1 less than their number card.   Math partners also 
played the “less, same, more” game using image cards.   They had to choose a written numeral card for the 
game, count and identify picture cards with quantities of dots, fingers, and 5 frames, and then sort the 
quantities by more, same, or less than their written numeral card.  I great way to practice this skill at home is to 
write a number within 1-10 on a piece of paper or white board, and then ask your child to draw dots to show 
quantities that are 1 more, the same, and 1 less than your written numeral.    

During Journal and Center Time this week, the students practiced Random Acts of Kindness and wrote 
cards for Veterans.  Some of our cards were given to Veterans that attended our Emerson Veterans Day 
program, and some will be sent to veterans that are family members of students in our class!   
  Today during Morning Meeting, the students had Show and Tell with all of their fun “disguised” turkeys!  
It was great to see all the creativity in their projects and the variety of different costumes the turkeys were 
wearing to keep them safe.  We will be displaying our Turkey Family Projects in the hallway next week, and 
they will be sent home the Friday before Thanksgiving Break.    
 In the month of December, our class will be taking trips around the world to learn about Holiday 
Traditions in a variety of countries.   Please email me with any special traditions your family celebrates during 
the holidays, and we will include them in our research.  Some of the countries that we will be visiting and 
learning about include Italy, Mexico, France, England, Germany, Israel, India, South Africa, Australia, and the 
USA.   If there are countries that your family or relatives have lived in and you would like us to “visit”, please 
send me an email and I will add it to our travel list.  We will have daily “flights”, a travel journal, and a variety of 
projects about each country we visit during the unit. 

 
***Reminders*** 

November 18 – 1st Trimester Report Cards 
November 21-25 – Thanksgiving Break 

December 17 – Holiday Class Party – 2:15pm 
 

Have a wonderful weekend! 

Miss Jen Hottendorf 
 
 


